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PAMPANGA EYED AS 

Pampanga is on its way to becoming a megalopolis 
and the next economic corridor as government 

ramps up infrastructure projects and the private sector 
continues to invest heavily in the province, said former 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.

“Private sector and government cooperation 
will play a significant role in transforming 
Pampanga into the country’s next major economic 
corridor,” Arroyo said in a statement.

Arroyo said renowned urban planner Felino 
Palafox Jr. has designed a development plan 
that will transform 218,100 hectares across 19 
municipalities and three cities in Pampanga into a 
megalopolis, or a cluster of metropolitan areas, to 
unlock the vast economic potential of the province 
and decongest Metro Manila.

The megalopolis will span various cities and 
towns led by the Pampanga Golden Triangle 

composed of the cities of Angeles, San Fernando 
and Mabalacat and the high-density and fast-
growing municipalities of Porac, Floridablanca, 
Lubao, Guagua, Santa Rita and Bacolor. From the 
Pampanga Golden Triangle, the development will 
spread to a larger part of the province.

Arroyo, who has been appointed as 
presidential adviser for Clark flagship programs and 
projects, said property and real estate companies 
already started investing in major projects in 
Pampanga after the footprint for the massive 
development of the province was laid out in 
2016.
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“The mega project aims to make Pampanga 
a major investment hub in the region. It will be 
supported by existing and future infrastructure 
projects such as the Clark International Airport, 
the North Luzon Expressway, the Subic-Clark-
Tarlac Expressway and the Manila-Clark Railway,” 
she said.

Pampanga is already the gateway to Central 
and Northern Luzon. The development of the 
SCAD corridor, interconnecting Subic, Clark and 
Tarlac and the rise of the Clark International 
Airport as well as the construction of the Manila-
Clark Railway will further boost the status of 
the province as the “Gateway of Asia” to the 
Philippines, Arroyo said.

She said that more than a substitute to 
the Manila International Airport, the Clark 
International Airport is a major development in 
itself and can accommodate the logistics and 
airport industry of both Central and Northern 
Luzon.

Arroyo said the Build Build Build projects of 
the government will also support the development 
of the Pampanga Megalopolis. She said the 
construction of the Manila-Clark Railway is now 
in full serving, while the Clark-Subic Railway will 
start soon.

Under the masterplan, Pampanga will have 
integrated mass-transport systems including Bus 
Rapid Transit, an LRT, wide roads with special 
lanes that promote walkability and bikeability, and 
a feeder system using medium-capacity vehicles. Former President and now Presidential 

Adviser on Subic-Clark Flagship Projects 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

The mega project aims to make 
Pampanga a major investment hub 
in the region. It will be supported 
by existing and future infrastructure 
projects such as the Clark 
International Airport, the North Luzon 
Expressway, the Subic-Clark-Tarlac 
Expressway and the Manila-Clark 
Railway. 
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Retired 
General Aaron 
Aquino, CIAC president and CEO, 
said the CPFI’s quick resurgence under a new set 
of officers resulted in the granting of multi-purpose 
loans for members needing assistance, especially 
those adversely affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The Provident Fund is a savings scheme where 
monetary contributions from both the government 
agency and its member-employees serve as a loan 
facility and provider of supplementary welfare to 
personnel.

The revival of the CPFI is led by Chairperson 
Irish “IC” Calaguas, CIAC Vice-President for 
Operations, and Lilibeth Enriquez, CIAC Treasury 
Department manager, as vice-chairperson and 
concurrent CPFI president.

Calaguas and Enriquez are now in their second 
terms as CPFI officers.

 “This is the first time in the agency that the 
same officers lead both the Provident Fund and the 
CIAC Employees Association Inc. (CEAI) and I have 

The top official of CIAC cited the efforts of the firm’s Provident 
Fund and Employees Association in extending assistance and 

benefits to its 113 employees.

ENCOURAGING PROVIDENCE

my 
full trust and 
confidence in the sound fiscal 
policies of the leadership,” Aquino said.

The CPFI reported that from its 2020 earnings 
and revenues, it was able to grant various loans to 
113 members ranging from P30,000.00 to as much 
as P200,000.00. 

CPFI also distributed monetary dividends to 
members, paid in advance the health maintenance 
and life insurance fees with no interest charges, 
and partially settled its outstanding debts to the 
government agency.

CIAC’s Provident Fund ceased its loan facility 
services in 2019 after the Clark airport’s operations 
were privatized in 2019 resulting in the CPFI’s 
drastically reduced membership.

About 316 of the 434 CPFI member-employees 
were transferred to the airport private operator, 
prompting the CPFI to subsequently distribute the 
corporate and personal shares of its members.



CLARK IN-FLIGHT    07

TWO-PRONGED APPROACH VS. COVID-19
Clark International Airport Corp. President and CEO Aaron 

Aquino said the agency targets to get all the CIAC 
workforce inoculated and purchase a COVID-19 Antigen 
Testing equipment to be used on a regular basis.

“This will be our two-pronged approach to fight COVID-19 
at CIAC. While vaccines are generally working well, some 
fully-vaccinated individuals may still get infected because no 
vaccines are 100 percent effective,” Aquino said.

“We target to achieve 100-percent fully-vaccinated 
personnel by September and thereafter, for a regular test 
among employees using a CIAC-owned testing apparatus,” 
Aquino added.

As of December 1, 99 percent of the CIAC employees 
have already been injected with the Sinovac vaccine.

Aquino expressed gratitude to Secretary Vicencio Dizon, 
former president of the Bases Conversion and Development 
Authority and the country’s testing czar, and to officials of the 
Clark Development Corp. “for including CIAC employees in the 
inoculation campaign” in the Clark Freeport Zone.

“We’re grateful to President Duterte and awaiting 
Secretary Dizon’s go signal for the purchase of the antigen 
test machine, a checking system we believe is economical 
to ensure a COVID-19-free workplace even if we have fully-
vaccinated personnel,” Aquino noted.

The employees were inoculated at the Clark One-Stop 
Government Center supervised by medical teams from CDC.

Aquino said the effort is CIAC’s way of contributing 
to the national government’s campaign against the deadly 
respiratory disease.

“On a national scale, the inoculation process is a 
daunting task and so we hope by getting all of our staff fully 
vaccinated and tested on a regular basis, we’ll be able to help 
government in its continued effort to fight COVID-19,” Aquino 
said.



T   he state-run 
Clark International Airport Corporation has 
undertaken the improvement of the facilities at 
the Clark Civil Aviation Complex in preparation for 
the eventual return of flights when the situation 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic passes and 
permits air travel again. 

CIAC executives led by CIAC President 
and CEO Aaron Aquino with Vice-President for 
Operations Irish Calaguas recently conducted an 
ocular inspection of the civil aviation complex 
to see for themselves the development of the 
facilities. 

“With a new tower, new surveillance radar, 
new airfield ground lighting, and the improvement 

of the taxiways and access roads, we 

will 
greatly improve 
the Clark airport and increase safety as we 
anticipate the return to the bustle of air travel 
worldwide,” Aquino said.

The projects were simultaneously 
implemented to ensure that the airport will be 
ready for the return of flights when air travel 
resumes after the effects of and the concern over 
the COVID-19 pandemic start to wane. 

PH’S TALLEST AIR CONTROL TOWER UP BY 
APRIL 2022 

Topping the list of infrastructure projects 
is the construction of a Php316.4-million, 

modern 18-storey air traffic control tower 
for the Clark 
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CIAC’S 4 BIG PROJECTS FOR 
CLARK AVIATION COMPLEX 

IN ANTICIPATION OF THE BUSTLE OF AIR TRAVEL SOON
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International 
Airport that is expected to 
begin operations on April 24, 2022.

“This new tower will be equipped with state-
of-the-art technology, feature an impressive 
architectural design, and will be an outstanding 
asset of the government aimed at improving the 
aviation complex facilities servicing the Clark 
airport,” Aquino said. 

The funding for the tower project was culled 
from the General Appropriations Act of 2020 under 
the account of CIAC’s parent company the Bases 
Conversion and Development Authority (BCDA) 
while the contracting company for the project is 
the MSV Construction Corp.

“The project started in January this year and 
upon completion will be the tallest in the country 
at 18-storeys or around 54 meters, higher than 
the existing one built by the Americans when Clark 
was still a US Air Force base,” the CIAC chief said.

The new Clark air traffic control tower will 
be higher than the tower of the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport measured at about 40 meters 
and the Mactan-Cebu International Airport tower 
which is 30 meters high.

Aquino also noted the existing control tower 
needs to be replaced as it is more than 50 years 
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old and has exceeded its intended lifespan 
alongside line-of-sight issues inconsistent with the 
national government’s current master plan for the 
Clark airport.

CIAC will also provide office space for the Civil 
Aviation Authority of the Philippines (CAAP) at the 
new air traffic control tower building facility.

AIRPORT RECOVERY SEEN AS P2.4-B 
HORIZONTAL PROJECTS NEAR COMPLETION 

At the same time, the Php2.4–billion 
horizontal infrastructure projects of CIAC are 
almost finished in anticipation of the recovery of 
the Clark International Airport in the next several 
months.

The airport ramp and taxiway along the new 
passenger terminal building of the Clark airport, 
which includes the asphalt overlay of the old 
runway, pavement markings, ground service road 
markings, aircraft nose wheel stop line signages, 
and other access road construction are now 99.4 
percent completed.

“These horizontal infrastructure works are 
laid down ahead of the new normal setting, 
post-pandemic, which will see the return to the 
bustle of air travel and Clark airport’s expected 
profitability,” Aquino said. 

The projects were jointly funded through 
CIAC’s airport infrastructure expansion program 
budget and the Department of Transportation 
(DOTr), the agency with operational supervision 
over CIAC. The contracting company for the 
project is R-II Builders, Inc.

He added that the improvement of the access 
roads and the taxiway extension are almost 
complete at the south-end portion of the Clark 
aviation complex, the area where the globally-
known aviation MRO (maintenance, repair and 
overhaul) service provider Metrojet Engineering 
Clark and SIA Engineering Philippines are located.

Aquino also noted that CIAC ensured the 
meticulous work completion such as the clearing 
of asphalt truck tire marks at the taxiway and 
access roads, repair of pavement cracks or 
chipped markings, embankment of eroded portions 
and construction of additional canal with steel 
gratings.

 
NEW AIRPORT SURVEILLANCE RADAR

Meanwhile, the process for the acquisition of 
a new site for the installation of the primary and 



CLARK IN-FLIGHT    11

secondary 
surveillance radar for the 
Clark International Airport has been started. 

“The government needs a new airport 
surveillance radar system as the existing radar 
was built 16 years ago and has exceeded its 
technically accepted usefulness of ten years,” 
Aquino said.

The CIAC chief said the modern radar project, 
which includes the supply, installation, testing, 
and commissioning of both the primary and 
secondary surveillance radars for the Clark airport, 
costs Php593.6-million and is expected to be 
completed by February 2023.

Aquino explained that the current radar 
needs to be relocated in conformity with the 
government’s master plan for the Clark airport, 
citing technical issues such as height restrictions 
of commercial buildings surrounding the old radar 
facility.

“As recommended by the Civil Aviation 
Authority of the Philippines (CAAP), the new site 
of the radar project will be at Lily Hill, the highest 
point inside Clark. With the relocation of the radar 
system, CIAC can undertake unhampered landside 
commercial developments within the aviation 
complex,” he added.

The new airport surveillance radar project 
is part of CIAC’s airport infrastructure expansion 
program whose funding was approved via the 
General Appropriations Act of 2020 under the 
account of the BCDA.

Aquino, Calaguas and CIAC engineers were 
accompanied during the inspection by project 
engineers and representatives of Evercon Builders 
and Equipment Corp., the contracting company for 
the project.

Aquino said CIAC, BCDA and the Clark 
Development Corporation (CDC) are in 
coordination for the issuance of Site Possession 
for the radar system relocation.

NEW AIRFIELD LIGHTING SYSTEM 
81% COMPLETE

At 
the same time, Aquino 
reported that the development of the new airfield 
ground lighting system (AGLS) at the Clark civil 
aviation complex is now 81 percent complete. 

He said the Php491,888,888.77 project 
started on November 11, 2020 and will be 
completed on January 5, 2022.

The AGLS project includes the rehabilitation 
and upgrading of runway and taxiway lighting 
and signages and the construction of a modern 
300kVA powerhouse with isolating transformers 
and lightning surge arresters.

“As COVID-19 cases decline, we anticipate 
the recovery of the airport’s profitability in a new 
normal setting soon (and) this new airfield lighting 
project is expected to improve Clark’s air traffic 
control system, especially with the new passenger 
terminal building,” Aquino said.

The AGLS project is being undertaken by 
Evercon Builders and Equipment Corp.

He added that in spite of the considerable 
decrease in air travel brought about by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the ground lighting system 
project is part of CIAC’s initiatives in conformity 
with the government’s master plan for the Clark 
airport.

CIAC is the government agency tasked to 
manage and develop the Clark civil aviation 
complex. It is home to the privately-run Clark 
International Airport and around 45 aviation- and 
non-aviation related locators.

(Clockwise from top) CIAC President and CEO Aaron 
Aquino and Vice-President for Operations Irish 
Calaguas with CIAC Engineering and Maintenance 
Department OIC Manager Antonio Pamintuan III inspect 
the ongoing improvement of the Clark Civil Aviation 
Complex taxiways and access roads; artist’s rendition 
of the 18-storey Clark airport air traffic control tower; 
some equipment of the AGLS; Aquino inspecting the 
control tower construction; the proposed surveillance 
radar facility; detailed AGLS inspection; and, workers 
constructing the control tower. 
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CIACTIVITIES

BEAUTEDERM LOVES CIAC
VP Calaguas (extreme left) poses with CIAC employees during the distribution of Beautéderm kits at the Corporate Office Building.

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS OCULAR INSPECTION
CIAC P-CEO Aaron Aquino and VP IC Calaguas (5th and 4th right, respectively) pose for posterity following the ocular inspection of CIAC’s 
infrastructure projects around the Clark Civil Aviation Complex. Joining the CIAC executives are Security Department Manager Rey Nanquil; 
Engineering and Maintenance Department (EMD) OIC Engr. Antonio Pamintuan III; Communications Manager Oji Sanchez (1st left, center and 
3rd right, respectively) with EMD and project management staff.

AIRPORT SECURITY
Aquino is flanked by United States Transportation 
Security Administration 
(US-TSA) officers Robert Rouland and Karen Rosario 
Dizon after a courtesy call to discuss, among 
others, collaborative efforts on security measures 
and policies to combat criminality and threats of 
terrorism. The government-run CIAC manages the 
Clark Civil Aviation Complex, home to the privately-
operated Clark International Airport, and several 
aviation-related businesses.
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CIACTIVITIES

POSITIVE VIBES FOR 
NEGATIVE RESULTS
Nurse Joanna Macale of the CIAC 
Corporate Clinic and volunteers 
Maricris Santos, Arizza Turla, Nove Jean 
Yu, Rolando Puno and Repolo Bumatay 
share a light moment as they gamely 
pose for a selfie prior to the conduct 
of the quarterly antigen testing of CIAC 
employees. All the employees yielded 
negative results in the test. 

PHILSYS ID REGISTRATION
Aquino (left photo) registers for his Philippine Identification System (PhilSys) National ID while VP for Operations Irish Calaguas poses for 
posterity with PhilSys Pampanga Supervisor Ferry Dulay (4th right and 6th left, respectively) during the registration for the National ID held at 
CIAC. WIth them are CIAC Communications Manager Oji Sanchez; Executive Assistant IV Reina Manuel of Angeles City; CIAC Human Resources 
Officer for Benefits Kathleen Gozo; CIAC Human Resource Department Manager Gerry Naguit; Executive Assistant Frances Dizon (1st left, 3rd 
right 2nd right and 1st right, respectively) and PhilSys personnel.

EMPLOYEES’ 
KIDS GET VAX

A total of 13 
children of CIAC 

employees aged 12-
17 years old  were 

given their first dose 
of the Pfizer vaccine 

by CDC Health and 
Sanitation Division 
staff on November 

22.
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CIACTIVITIES

SM CLARK CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING
VP Calaguas (2nd from left) represented CIAC President and 
CEO Aquino at the annual SM Clark Christmas display lighting 
ceremony. With Calaguas are (L-R) SM Supermalls Regional 
Operations Manager Andrea Madlangbayan; Assistant Vice-
President for Operations for North Luzon Engr. Junias Eusebio; 
Angeles City Mayor Carmelo ‘Pogi’ Lazatin Jr.; Angeles City Vice-
Mayor Vicky Vega-Cabigting; and Lazatin’s Executive Assistant IV 
Reina Manuel. 

CLARK AVIATION FIRM, LABOR UNION REACH AGREEMENT
P/CEO Aquino and VP Calaguas meet with officers of the Samahan ng mga Manggagawa sa DMIA (SMD) led by President Dennis Lumanlan to 
announce that the CIAC Board of Directors approved a new Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA). Aquino said the new CBA covers a period 
of five years and contains non-economic provisions. The SMD is the duly certified labor organization of CIAC employees and is the exclusive 
bargaining representative of the CIAC rank and file  employees. 

CAT TRAP-NEUTER-RELEASE PROJECT
The City Veterinary Office of Angeles City and CIAC launched a trap-neuter-release (TNR) project for stray cats wandering around the 
Corporate Office Building premises to help control their population. Operations VP Irish Calaguas initiated the week-long project. A licensed 
veterinarian performed  the spaying or neutering procedure on the animals and was given anti-rabies vaccines before being returned to the 
CIAC grounds.



SATISFACTION
RATING

L ocators at the civil aviation complex being 
served by the Clark International Airport Corp. 

(CIAC) gave the agency a 97.78 percent rating in a 
recent Customer Satisfaction Survey conducted by 
a third party statistician, an executive of the state-
run agency said.

CIAC President Aaron Aquino reported that 
44 of the locators-respondents were satisfied with 
CIAC’s delivery of services, with results indicating 
“very good” and “responsive” in the conduct 
of transactions, “processes were efficient and 
personnel were accommodating, and the timely 
resolutions of concerns were evident.”

“The overall satisfaction rating is the business 
sector’s appreciation of our government’s sincere 
efforts in pushing for the ease of doing business 
and efficient government service delivery in spite 
of the pandemic,” Aquino said, while commending 
the CIAC’s rank-and-file staff and managers for the 
achievement.

CIAC has a total of 46 locators engaged in 
aviation- and non-aviation related businesses, and 
is the agency tasked to manage and develop the 
Clark aviation complex, also home to the Clark 
International Airport run by a consortium called 
LIPAD.

Aquino noted that CIAC’s rating this year 
“even exceeded the 95 percent score in 2020 in 
spite of the business disruption that the pandemic 
had wrought.”

The survey is a requirement of the 
Governance Commission for GOCCs (GCG) and is 
included in CIAC’s 2021 Corporate Scorecard with 
the target of 90 percent satisfied customers.

97% 
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     PHOTO TAKEN BEFORE PANDEMIC

The overall 
satisfaction 
rating is the 
business 
sector’s 
appreciation of 
our government’s 
sincere efforts 
in pushing for 
the ease of 
doing business 
and efficient 
government 
service delivery 
in spite of 
the pandemic.



CIAC’S ‘SEASON 
OF GIVING’ PRESENTS
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A  total of 280 Aeta families from a remote village in Mabalacat 
City were given grocery packages from donations of the Clark 

International Airport Corp. (CIAC) employees and Angeles City Mayor 
Carmelo Lazatin.

“The project is part of CIAC’s corporate social responsibility 
program, especially so that we targeted the indigenous people near 
the Clark Freeport Zone as beneficiaries of our modest assistance 
during this season of giving,” Aaron Aquino, CIAC president, said. 

Irish Calaguas, CIAC’s vice president for operations, said the 
280 Aeta families of Sitio Haduan led by tribal chief Roy Tanglao 
were direct beneficiaries of the packages which contained milled rice, 
powdered milk, canned goods, assorted toiletries and mosquito nets.

Also distributed to the Aetas were 80 grocery packages donated 
to CIAC by Mayor Lazatin.

The agency’s community relations office, headed by Riza Lozano, 
were accompanied by the personnel of the engineering, security, 
finance and transportation departments along with Calaguas and other 
CIAC volunteers during the actual distribution of goods at the village. 

Sitio Haduan is about an hour’s hike from the center of Clark 
Economic Zone where the Aeta community’s main source of livelihood 
is fruit and vegetable farming.
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FedEx Express choosing Clark as one of its major gateways in 
the region is an exciting development as the hub will readily 
generate jobs and boost the local economy especially in 
these trying times. It also augurs well at how CIAC 
envisions the civil aviation complex as a 
service and logistics center and how this 
may be promoted operationally to 
help create revenue sources for 
the national government.
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