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The Clark International Airport accommodated on August 17 
flights diverted from the Ninoy Aquino International Airport 

(NAIA) in Manila after a Xiamen Airlines aircraft skidded off the 
runway of the country’s main airport late on the evening of 
August 16.

According to the Clark airport command center, 42 
international and domestic flights were diverted from the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport during the incident.

The diverted flights include those from Philippine Airlines, 

Cebu Pacific, Emirates, Gulf Air, Etihad and Air Asia.
A Xiamen Airlines Boeing 737-800 overshot the runway 

at NAIA at around 11:55 p.m. August 16 amid heavy downpour 
in the Philippine capital. Xiamen Airlines Flight MF8667 from 
Xiamen, China, carried 157 passengers and eight crew members. 
No one was hurt during the accident and everyone was safely 
evacuated. 

Since the aircraft was stuck in a grassy portion of runway 
06-24, the airstrip was ordered closed, affecting several other 
flights from various airlines.

Using a crane, airport ground personnel finally lifted the 
disabled Xiamen aircraft at about 2:30 a.m. August 18 and 
towed it to the Balagbag area.

“This incident served as an eye-opener -- a reminder for 
us to take a second look at the processes, procedures, and 
protocols of concerned agencies, as well as airlines, so that we 
may all improve in the future,” Transportation Secretary Arthur 
Tugade said in a statement.

Senate President Pro Tempore Ralph Recto said the 
government “must decide immediately what to do with NAIA.”

“Should we have a second runway, for example, or are we 
going to build one in Bulacan or Clark? I think the government 
should make a decision,” Recto said in a radio interview.

He said NAIA and the Manila International Airport 
Authority (MIAA) must have expected that there would be 
instances where aircraft would have a bad landing that would 
require closure of the affected runway. 

“It must be removed in two or three hours,” Recto said. 
“I am saddened by the inconveniences and consequences 

brought about by the incident involving Xiamen Air. It is a 
regrettable experience, which is not of our own liking, nor of 
our own making. I am sorry. We did our very best to address the 
situation,” Tugade said.

MIAA General Manager Ed Monreal apologized to both 

CRK ACCOMMODATES FLIGHTS 
AFFECTED BY NAIA RUNWAY CLOSURE
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local and foreign passengers for the inconvenience that the 
runway closure caused.

He said the runway closure was extended anew to 12 noon 
on Saturday, August 18, because of the demobilization of heavy 
equipment and clearing of debris at the runway.

A total of 135 flights were cancelled in NAIA terminals 
while other flights were diverted to other airports on Friday, 
specifically in Clark and the Mactan-Cebu in the Philippines; 
Bangkok in Thailand; and, Ho Chi Minh in Vietnam on Friday.

The secondary runway 13/31, which is still operational 
was only limited to smaller aircraft such as Airbus A320s and 
A321s. Wide-body planes such as Boeing B777s, Airbus A330s 
and A340s, including A350s, were affected as these can only be 
accommodated on the main runway 06/24.

Thousands of passengers bound for overseas flights were 
stranded over the weekend after hundreds of flights at NAIA 
Terminal 1 were cancelled and delayed on August 17 and 18 
because of the incident. The main runway re-opened on August 
18, 5pm, 36 hours after the incident.

QUICKEST SOLUTION IS TO 
BUILD A NEW RUNWAY - CIAC

Building a new secondary parallel runway at Clark 
may be the immediate solution to absorb the 

adverse impact of emergency incidents at the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport NAIA), an executive of the 
Clark International Airport Corp. (CIAC) said during a 
public hearing conducted by the House Committee on 
Transportation on the Xiamen incident in Manila’s airport  
that affected close to 200,000 passengers. 

“Clark needs a new secondary parallel runway 
positioned to allow simultaneous take-offs and landings 
to easily decongest the overcrowded NAIA pending the 
construction of proposed airports either in Bulacan or in 
Cavite,” Alexander Cauguiran, CIAC president, said.

“This (new runway) has been my longtime 
proposition, a quick answer to address runway congestion 
or closure in Manila especially in times of emergencies.  
This will hugely augment the ongoing construction of 
Clark’s Terminal 2 that has the capacity to accommodate 
an additional 8 to 10 million passenger annually,” 
Cauguiran added.

Cauguiran said committee chairman Rep. Cesar 
Sarmiento of Catanduanes “supported in principle” the 
proposed building of a new runway at Clark.

“Even the deputy speaker committed to assist us in 
seeking budget appropriation,” Cauguiran said, referring 
to Rep. Prospero Pichay of Surigao del Sur who asked 
resource persons during the hearing on the estimated cost 
of building a new runway.

Based on CIAC studies, a new secondary parallel 
runway will cost the government around P2.5 billion, 
including navigational aids and equipment.

The meeting zeroed in on the massive displacement 
of flights and passengers caused by the excursion of the 
Xiamen Airlines aircraft at NAIA’s runway 06-24 on August 
17 reportedly due to inclement weather.

A total of 42 flights were diverted to Clark 
International Airport (CRK) because of the stalled aircraft 
in NAIA.

Airport personnel removed the stalled Xiamen 
Airlines aircraft after 36 hours.
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Royal Air Charter Service Inc. is set to 
operate daily flights to Puerto Princesa, 

Cebu, Caticlan, Tagbilaran, and San Vicente 
(Palawan) this year that will add to the 
growing number of flights to domestic 
destinaions.

Royal Air Charter Service, Inc., a 
Philippine-registered air carrier, said it 
will mount daily direct flights from the 
Clark International Airport (International 
Code: CRK) to the said destinations after 
being given the authority to operate as a 
commercial scheduled airline with both 
domestic and international flights by the 
Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) on July 26.

“These flights promoting tourist 
destinations in the southern Philippines 
will definitely draw in more foreigners 

wanting to visit the country via Clark,” 
Alexander Cauguiran, president and CEO 
of the Clark International Airport Corp. 
(CIAC), said.

Cauguiran said Royal Air has been 
providing weekly chartered flight services 
between Clark and Cagayan North via the 
Lal-lo International Airport since April 29. 

The carrier will be using the British 
Aerospace (BAe) AVRO 146-100 aircraft, a 
four-engine, 97-seater regional airliner, for 
its daily service.

Beginning November 12, daily 
flights between Clark and Puerto Princesa 
departs at 7 am and arrives at 10 am; the 
Caticlan service departs at 11 am and 
arrives at 1:10 pm; the Tagbilaran flight 
leaves at 2:10 pm and arrives at 5:00 pm; 

the San Vicente, Palawan service leaves 
at 7:00 am and arrives at 9:30 am; and, 
the Cebu service leaves at 10:30 am and 
arrives at 1:10 pm.

The Clark airport currently hosts 
436 flights per week,  274 of which are 
domestic and 162 international and charts 
an average of 7,000 passengers daily. 

As of September 17, the vaunted 
“Airport of the North” has already serviced 
a total of 1.8 million passengers.

Royal Air was established on 
August 22, 2002 and provides domestic 
and international non-scheduled airline 
and cargo services to Manila, Batanes, 
Cauayan, Cebu, Laoag, Kalibo, Maconacon, 
San Vicente (Palawan), Macau; and start 
services in Clark November this year.

NEW DESTINATIONS 
VIA ROYAL AIR FROM CRK
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HOUSE OKS RENAMING CLARK AIRPORT TO DMIA

to manage it.
“Renaming Clark airport to Diosdado Macapagal is 

consistent with the guideline of the National Historical 
Commission stating that renaming public structures already 
named after presidents or national heroes cannot be replaced 
with names of people of lesser importance,” Cauguiran stressed.

Clark is named in honor of Maj. Harold Clark of the US 
Army Signal Corps who died in a seaplane crash in the Panama 
Canal in 1919.

Cauguiran added the CDC Board of Directors in 2001 had 
already renamed the Clark airport to DMIA but was reverted to 
the name Clark during the Aquino administration.

CLARK INTERNATIONAL Airport Corp. (CIAC) President 
Alex Cauguiran lauded members of the Committee on 

Transportation of the House of Representatives for approving 
two bills proposing to rename the Clark International Airport 
(IATA: CRK) in Pampanga, to Diosdado Macapagal International 
Airport.

“We are grateful to the authors of the proposed bills and 
the panel members for honoring the late great President of the 
Republic,” Cauguiran said at the sidelines after the committee 
unanimously approved the proposals.

Cauguiran was invited by the House panel as a resource 
speaker during the hearing on House Bill Nos. 2274 and 8289. 

In his opening remarks, Transportation Commitee 
Chair Catanduanes Rep. Cesar Sarmiento said the proposed 
measures were supported by the provincial government of 
Pampanga and the Pampangueños for “institutionalizing the old 
name of the airport in honor of the former President and his 
accomplishments and contributions to the country.” 

Prior to the conduct of the said hearing, separate 
resolutions from the local government units of Angeles City and 
Mabalacat City seeking to rename Clark airport had also been 
passed.

Pampanga 3rd District Aurelio “Dong” Gonzales Jr. filed 
HB 2274, while House Majority Leader and Camarines Sur 1st 
District Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr., Sagip Rep. Rodante Marcoleta, 
Pampanga 1st District Rep. Carmelo Lazatin II, and Bohol 3rd 
District Rep. Arthur Yap filed the second bill.

Macapagal was the ninth president of the Philippines and 
the first Kapampangan chief executive of the republic.

Clark airport used to be part of the former Clark Air Force 
Base of the United States Air Force until its closure in 1991.

By virtue of Republic Act 7227, or the Bases Conversion 
and Development Act of 1992, former President Fidel Ramos 
converted the Clark Air Base into the Clark Special Economic 
Zone and established the Clark Development Corporation (CDC) 

CIAC President and CEO Alexander Cauguiran and Rep. Cesar 
Sarmeinto of Catanduanes swap stories during the inaugural flight 
of Philippine Airlines (PAL) to Virac. Sarmiento is also chair of the 
House of Representatives Committee on Transportation. 
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I once read an article from Forbes 
magazine about how millennials 

would change the workplace one 
day. It was written that in the future, 
they would usher in new standards of 
leadership, as they will push for values 
that matter the most to them; some 
of which include (but are not limited 
to) pushing for diversity and inclusion; 
fostering a sense of purpose and 
fulfillment among their colleagues; and 
the like. 

Millennials, as many would say, 
would take the world to greater ends.

While this radiates mostly positive 
effects, it also yields a negative effect, 
as information now becomes more 
disposable. For one, it is now easier to 
lose the attention of the people that 
we are supposed to be reaching out 
to. It becomes harder for companies 
and institutions to attract a generation 
that would one day lead the necessary 
change in the workplace.  

How does one keep up with the 
times? And more importantly, how does 
one reach out to a younger generation, 
and still keep them interested with 

what one has to offer? 
These are just some of the 

questions the Clark International 
Airport Corp.(CIAC) has been trying to 
ask for the past few years. But those 
years of wondering came to an end 
last August with the launch of the CRK 
Campus Roadshow 2018, the first-ever 
event held by CIAC for the academe. 

EXPANDING HORIZONS, 
GAINING NEW PERSPECTIVES

In today’s times where almost 
all information is easily at someone’s 
disposal, it becomes easier to lose 
interest in almost everything that is not 
easily found in just a few clicks. CIAC 
combats this by taking all the necessary 
information at their doorstep. Just like 
all the roadshows conducted in North 
and Central Luzon, the CRK Campus 
Roadshow 2018 is an effort of CIAC to 
reach out to a younger generation, and 
to further establish CRK as the primary 
airport of choice among its target 
passengers and stakeholders. 

This has been the first time the 
university community is being visited 
by CIAC.

Defined as an intensive marketing 
experience featuring the latest 

ON TO GREATER ENDS WITH 
THE CRK CAMPUS ROADSHOW

CIAC President and CEO Cauguiran with students at the City College of Angeles (above) and 
the Systems Plus College Foundation (below). 

CIAC President and CEO Cauguiran with Angeles 
University Foundation (AUF) President Atty. Joseph 
Emmanuel Angeles. 
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developments, facilities, and available 
flights available at CRK, students had 
a glimpse of what Clark International 
Airport (International Code: CRK) has 
in store for the future of the field of 
tourism and aviation as it continues to 
fully make manifest its much-touted 
role as “Asia’s next premier gateway”. 

“Sobrang laking bagay na ginawa 
yung roadshow sa mga universities, 
kasi ang dami pa palang kailangang 
malaman tungkol sa Clark International 
Airport”, said Adrian Pamintuan, an 
Information Technology student from 
Mary the Queen College, and an intern 
for the Corporate Communications 
Office at CIAC.

CRK currently hosts 436 flights 
per week; 274 of which are domestic 
flights while the remaining 162 are 
international flights. Last August, the 
airport reached a total of 1.5 million 
passengers served.  

CIAC was able to hold the event 
in three colleges and universities in 
Pampanga: Jocson College, Systems 
Plus College Foundation (SPCF), City 
College of Angeles, on August 3, 10, and 
20, and in September 10 at the Angeles 
University Foundation and Holy Angel 
University on September 11. Each leg 
of the roadshow series housed at least 
350 students and faculty members.  

For the employees of CIAC, 
the Campus Roadshow gave them 
new insights on what the younger 
generation think of the airport. 

“From the series, we got to hear 
comments and questions on the airport 
that we didn’t hear before”, said CIAC 
Public Relations Officer Geraldine 
Reyes, “it was nice to see such young 
minds take interest in the airport and 
matters concerning the societal and 
economic costs of its development”. 

For President and CEO Alexander 
Cauguiran, it has been about time that 
CIAC has made an effort to inform 
students on what CRK now has to offer.

“It’s only fair that college 
students, particularly those from 
tourism and aviation-related courses, 
know more about what CIAC has in 

store now, as they have always been 
one of our stakeholders,” Cauguiran 
said, “and as our stakeholders, it has 
always been our obligation to inform 
them on all of these.”

CRK NOW WITHIN REACH
When asked about how CIAC 

has evolved in terms of accessibility, 
CIAC Media Relations Officer Eugene 
Orejas recalls the time when his fellow 
classmates back in the day struggled 
just to know more about CRK. 

“It’s a huge deal for me,” said 
Orejas, “because we didn’t get 
opportunities like this to know more 
about the airport. We had to exhaust 
our connections just to know if there 
were opportunities for us Tourism 
students to work in the airport. Now 
everything has changed because CIAC 
is the one that’s reaching out. It’s 
amazing.”  

CRK currently offers job 
opportunities in the fields of 

Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul, in 
companies including SIA Engineering 
Philippines, Metrojet Engineering Clark, 
Dornier Technology, Asian Aerospace 
Corporation, and Aerotech Industries 
Philippines Inc. Some job opportunities 
included in the said field include 
Aircraft Mechanic, Aircraft Maintenance 
Engineer Aircraft Inspectors, and more.

The CRK Campus Roadshow has 
not only done its part in informing 
college students on the latest 
developments, but it has also sparked 
an interest among students to work for 
the airport.  

This is the reason why students 
of tourism and aviation-related courses 
are considered as the stakeholders of 
the airport, explained Cauguiran. 

So how does CIAC keep up with 
the times?  Simply by choosing to 
evolve with it.

-KARL PAULO P. DE LEON

CIAC President and CEO Cauguiran and Jocson College President Ma. Felisa Jocson with 
the CIAC Campus Roadshow Team and students of Jocson College (above) and Caugurian 
addressing students of the Holy Angel University, his Alma mater (below). 



Sam said the PAL flights to San Vicente will commence 
with five weekly flights (Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday) and will increase to daily flights by December 18.

Flights depart CRK at 7 am., arriving in San Vicente one 
hour and forty minutes later.

Sam said PAL is pioneering regular flights to the newly 
opened airport at San Vicente, a firstclass municipality 
and gateway to El Nido in northern Palawan. San Vicente’s 
14-kilometer long white sand beach is a fast-emerging tourist 
attraction. From San Vicente, El Nido is only two hours away 
by land, unlike its regular route from Puerto Princesa which 
makes it six hours away.

Meanwhile, San Jose in Occidental Mindoro will have 
four weekly flights on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday, leaving CRK at 11 am. The return flight departs San 
Jose at 12:05 noon.

Vacation spots in San Jose include Aroma beach, 
Ambulong and White islands, ancient burial caves and shell 
divers at Ilin island and the Mt. Iglit National Park.

Sam said starting Oct. 30, three times weekly flights 
(Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday) to Cauayan in the center of 
Isabela are intended to help hasten economic growth in the 
country’s second biggest province.

The Q400NG will leave Clark at 11 am., arriving at 
Cauayan 45 minutes later.

The decision to make CRK as the origin for new routes 
to Mindoro and Isabela is a reflection of the flag carrier’s 
confidence in the emerging popularity of Central Luzon as an 
economic center and strategically important aviation gateway 
in its own right, Sam said.

“I would like to thank the people of Pampanga, Tarlac 
and the surrounding provinces for supporting our flights here. 
Our operations would not have grown to this magnitude if not 
for your support,” Sam said.

With a network of 18 domestic destinations and one 
international route (to Seoul Incheon), PAL has strengthened 
its position as the biggest airline operator out of Clark airport.

“No longer just an alternate aerodrome to help 
decongest Manila’s Ninoy Aquino International Airport, Clark 
is now recognized as PAL’s fastest growing hub airport,” said 
Sam.

Sam also said Clark has overtaken Cebu – another PAL 
hub of operations – in number of domestic points linked: 15 
domestic destinations from Cebu, 18 from Clark.

PAL started developing the Clark hub in December 2016 
with a flight to Caticlan. The first PAL international flight from 
Clark was to Incheon, South Korea, in January 2017.

The Q400NG flights are operated by PAL’s affiliate airline 
PAL Express.

CIAC chief Jaime Alberto Melo (left) and Philippine 
Airlines (PAL) officials Didi Vitara, area manager for 
Metro Manila and Luzon (center), and Senior Assistant 
Vice-President for Metro Manila and Luzon Genaro 
Velasquez cut the ceremonial cake official launching 
the San Vicente (El Nido), San Jose (Mindoro), and 
Cauayan (Isabela) flights of the flag-carrier at CRK. 

The country’s flag carrier, Philippine Airlines (PAL), has 
opened three more routes from the Clark International 

Airport (CRK).
PAL Express president Bonifacio U. Sam that the airline 

is mounting flights to San Vicente (Palawan) and San Jose 
(Mindoro) beginning October 28 and Cauayan (Isabela) 
starting October 30, all from the CRK.

With this development, Sam said Clark is now PAL’s hub 
for services to Palawan, Isabela and Mindoro as it continues 
to expand its hub network of flights from the DMIA.

“PAL made a big decision to invest in Clark. The Clark 
International Airport is not just a stopover or refueling station. 
Clark is our fastest growing hub airport, center of a network 
of flights that connects the country,” said Sam.

He stressed that all three routes, operated by the 
certified 4-Star flag carrier, are historic “first-ever” milestones, 
and all will utilize PAL’s brand-new 86-seater Bombardier 
Next-Generation Q400 turboprop aircraft which are fitted with 
six “Economy Plus premium seats” and 80 roomy “Economy 
Class regular seats.”
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PAL ADDS 3 MORE ROUTES FROM CRK
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The airport proposed by San Miguel Corp. in Bulacan has 
to address several hazards unlike the Clark International 

Airport in Pampanga that is safe, said Undersecretary Renato 
Solidum Jr. who heads the country’s program in disaster risk 
reduction and climate change adaptation. 

Speaking at a forum of the Pampanga Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (PamCham) , Solidum presented 
maps showing that Bulacan province faces the hazard of 
a magnitude 7.2 earthquake, named the Big One, that is 
anticipated from the movement of the West Valley Fault. 

As part of the Central Luzon plain that formed from 
the accumulation of sediments, Bulacan’s another hazard is 
liquefaction, he added. 

“So we should look at Clark airport,” Solidum said in 
the forum that tackled disaster preparedness and business 
resiliency. 

Solidum said Clark is “one of the best sites for a 
business continuity [plan].” 

“Take away in the equation the eruption of Pinatubo 
because we dont expect it to explode like it did in 1991, 
[Clark] is on a firmer ground, it is in an elevated ground, it 
is not directly on top of an active fault. it may be near but 
shaking can be mitigated but the other plus for Clark is the 
Clark airport.” 

The 1990 Luzon earthquake did not damage any 
structure in Clark, he noted. 

Solidum urged the use of the Batangas and Subic ports 
now so that systems for transporting logistics are in place 
ahead of the occurence of the Big One in Metro Manila 
where 26 million people live. 

Later in an interview, Solidum said he was not 
discouraging the construction of an airport on 2,500 hectares 
in Bulakan town, parts of which would be reclaimed from 
Manila Bay. 

“No, no, I’m not. What I said was Clark should not be 
forgotten as an airport that should be fully developed,” said 

Solidum, also officer-in-charge of the Philippine Institute of 
Volcanology and Seismology. 

Asked if he would advise to build an airport in Bulakan, 
he replied: “Foremost, you need an airport to accommodate 
many passengers and having an airport would mean you 
need to have a lot of flat area. So what I’m saying is there 
are hazards that should be addressed and operations may be 
affected in case a hazard would occur.” 

Solidum added: “The occurence of a large earthquake 
should not prohibit developing an airport somewhere. 
They should just consider the hazard but if in case there’s 
a large earthquake, then the continuity of airline operation 
or airport operation must be ensured and you must have 
another airport and that’s always Clark Air Base if you talk 
about the Big One Scenario in Metro Manila.” 

Clark Air Base, a former United States military facility, 
was converted by the Philippine government into the Clark 
Freeport. The 2,300-hectare Clark International Airport used 
to be the US Air Force’s Military Airlift Command. 

The fisherfolk group Pamalakaya called SMC’s Bulacan 
Aerotropolis Project to be “one of the biggest environmental 
disasters to hit Manila Bay.” 

The P700-billion project stand to displace around 
700 families in seven subvillages in Barangay Taliptip in 
Bulakan, Pamalakaya said in a statement following a forum in 
Binuangan in Obando town last Saturday. 

Pamalakaya chair Fernando Hicap said Bulakan is home 
to 22 types of mangroves. He said 600 mangroves were 
cleared in Taliptip last August. 

“Contrary to the promulgation of the SMC and the 
NEDA that the project would foster development, there is 
no such thing if hundreds of fishing families will be forcibly 
ejected from their homes while the rich marine ecosystem 
and biodiversity will be destroyed,” Hicap said. 

- TONETTE OREJAS, PHIL. DAILY INQUIRER

SOLIDUM BATS 
FOR CLARK AIRPORT
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VISION
REALIZED
(Reprtinted from Pampanga PEP Magazine, Q3 2018)



Pampanga PEP had a fresh tour around Clark with 

Citizen Alex driving and answering our queries at the 

same time.  Alex’s narrative was lengthy, as expected, that 

no amount of prose seems enough to aptly describe CIAC’s 

gains for the past two years.  So allow us some number-

crunching.

Passengers traveling via Clark in 2016 (Alex began his 

term in August) totaled 951,007.  The day he resigned on 

October 16, 2018, CIAC registered a total of 1.93 million 

passengers or a 60 percent growth.

“At the year’s end, passenger projection will reach 

2.5 million passengers,” Alex says. 

Clark airport was exceedingly busy during the 

past two years as the number of flights increased by an 

astounding 261 percent.  Clark only had 122 flights in 2016 

compared to 440 in October 2018.  

For destinations, Clark only had one―that’s right―a 

single domestic destination (Cebu) in 2016 before Alex came 

aboard.  At the last count, thirteen airlines currently service 

18 local destinations and nine international routes. 

There are currently 90 locators, mostly aviation-related 

companies, at the Clark Civil Aviation Complex (CCAC) 

compared to 61 investors in 2017.  CCAC is the property 

being managed by CIAC.  

Gross revenues increased by 21 percent; from P673M 

in 2016 to P814M in 2017.  Net profit, on the other hand, 

grew by 130 percent (2016-P77M and 2017-P177M).  CIAC’s 

records reveal that the government-controlled company will 

be able to generate around P980 million by the year’s end.

Part of the revenues generated by CIAC goes to 

the National Treasury, Alex added, which, in turn will be 

appropriated to various government infrastructure and 

The hustling and bustling 
of Alexander Cauguiran, 
erstwhile head of the Clark 
International Airport Corp, 
to get things done with 
tenacity paid off that he left 
CIAC in a better place.  
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social services projects.  In August 2017, the airport operator 

remitted a total of P86.8M to the national government, the 

first time CIAC in its entire history has ever contributed to the 

national coffers.

“These positive numbers were possible because of 

the collective efforts of the CIAC board members, and of 

course, the hard working management and staff,” Alex 

continued.

Under his tutelage, CIAC became the first airport in the 

Philippines to be ISO 9001:2015-certified for its international 

and domestic passenger facilitation process as certified by 

TUV Rheinland Philippines.  He also enforced the Project 

Repeal Project or the Compliance with the Anti-Red Tape Act 

in compliance with President Rodrigo Duterte’s directive of 

ensuring ‘ease of doing business’ in government transactions 

(e.g. issuance of Access Passes, AMA Driver’s Permit, agency 

accreditation, and addressing customer feedback, etc.)

On December 11, 2017, the Civil Aviation Authority 

of the Philippines (CAAP) recognized Clark as the 22nd 

Best Asian Airport for the year.  CIAC was also issued an 

Aerodrome Certification on October 4, 2016.

“Passengers who flew here three, four years ago 

and then revisited Clark airport would be surprised to see 

numerous improvements in facilities and services,” citizen 

Alex mused, while steering along in his private car.

“Did you know that Clark is the first airport in Luzon 

to use solar power?  We closed a deal with this company 

Emergence which will setup a solar farm, somewhere along 

the north airfield and SCTEX,” Alex said.

Clark airport’s security and safety facilities and 

measures were vastly improved, too.  There are fixed bollards 

at the gates and at the front of the passenger terminal now 

(ostensibly to deter car bombing), body cams for baggage 

handlers (to deter pilferage), additional state-of-the-art 

CCTVs, full-body scanners, under vehicle inspection system, 

and security personnel.

“CIAC also bought a brand new F-450 ambulance 

and a Striker fire truck to enhance the capabilities of the 

emergency servi8ces team,” he added.

Alex also recalled his team’s all-hands and seamless 

assistance during the ASEAN event in November last year, 

including the arrival and departure of defense ministers for 

the ministerial meetings and of eleven heads of states for the 

ASEAN Summit.
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So what’s next, Alex, we asked.  

“I’m coming home,” he says, matter-of-factly.  “I wish to 

serve the people of Angeles as their mayor and I shall bring 

with me the strong-willed management style the city needs,” 

he added.

Alex’s commanding poise is nearly insufferable yet, he 

has delivered, which, for many, is all that matters.  “

Having heard Alex speak in public for countless of times, 

we anticipated hearing one of his favorite quotes: “There is a 

famous Chinese proverb that says,” he begins, “be not afraid 

of growing slowly, be afraid only of standing still.’”  

“In a nutshell, we increased flights and passenger 

volume, sustained a more business-friendly airport, able 

to remit to the national government treasury because of 

increased revenues, additional locators invested at our 

aviation complex, and then we have started the process 

of constructing our country’s newest passenger terminal 

building which is expected to further increase CRK’s overall 

capacity to 12.4 million passengers,” he says.

“In all humility, may I say let the records speak and I 

leave it all up to you to judge,” he added, obviously belittling 

that distinction of having turned CIAC around, improving its 

financial position, and making Clark International Airport 

one of the most exciting and talked about news topics in the 

country today. 
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EXTENDED ASSISTANCE TO 
STRANDED OFWS
Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFA) Assistant Secretary Elmer 
Cato (seated, 2nd from right), and 
Cauguiran (seated, 3rd from right) 
along with the staff of the Regional 
Consular Offices in Angeles City 
and San Fernando attend to an 
OFW who was stranded after her 
flight was cancelled at the Clark 
International Airport (CRK) during 
the onslaught of Typhoon Ompong.

CIACTIVITIES
TAIWAN DELEGATION WELCOMED
CIAC chief Alexander Cauguiran (2nd from right) 
listens intently as Taoyuan City Secretary-General 
Hsien-Ming Lee (left) discuss what Taoyuan City in 
Taiwan is all about. The Taoyuan City delegation 
visited the Clark Freeport Zone and the Clark 
International Airport (CRK) to explore opportunities 
for partnerships as Clark and Taoyuan City are both 
growing airport cities, or aerotropolises, being 
hosts to international airports: the Clark airport and 
Taoyuan International Airport (IATA: TPE) as well as 
the Port of Taiwan.

BONG GO ARRIVES IN CLARK
Cauguiran and Clark Development President and CEO Noel Manankil 
welcomes Special Assistant to the President Bong Go during his brief 
stopover at the Clark International Airport

ECONOMIC BRIEFING
BCDA President Vince Dizon (center) discuss the potentials of the Clark 
Freeport Zone in Pampanga and the New Clark City (NCC) in Capas, Tarlac 
as investor havens to guests during the Philippine Economic Briefing 
held at the Marriott Clark on September 19. With him are (L-R) Evan 
McBride, Chief Invesment Officer of the Global Gateway Development 
Corp. (GGDC); CIAC Assistant Vice-President for Strategic Development 
and Corporate Management Darwin Cunanan; Clark Development Corp. 
(CDC) Assistant Vice-President for Business Development Rodem Perez; 
and, Johannes Ruof, Megawide EVP for Airports. 
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CIACTIVITIES

P-CEO AT NEWS @ HUES
CIAC President and CEO Alexander Cauguiran join members of the Pampanga media during the News@Hues kapihan of the Pampanga 
Press Club (PPC) held monthly at the Hues Restaurant of the Park Inn by Radisson Clark. 

P-CEO RECOGNIZED
CIAC chief Alexander Cauguiran receives 
recognition from various groups for the 
unprecedented increase in the flights and 
passenger volume at the Clark International 
Airport (CRK) during his stint. Cauguiran receives 
plaques from: (top left) officers of the Pampanga 
Agents Travel Society (PATS); (above) the Greater 
Clark Visitors’ Bureau (GCVB); and the Rotary Club 
officers of District 3790. 
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CIACTIVITIES

CLARK, ANGELES CITY FAMILIARIZATION TOUR FOR NORTHERN AND WESTERN LUZON MEDIA
Media from Baguio City, Dagupan City, and Zambales were recently hosted by CIAC to a familiarization tour of Angeles City and the 
Clark Freeport Zone recently. In the background is the ongoing construction of the new passenger terminal building for the Clark airport 
expected to be completed in 2020. With the media is CIAC Communications head Oji Sanchez and Architect Arwin Santos of BCDA 
(standing, 6th and 7th from left, respectively). The media were toured around Angeles City and the Clark Freeport and were hosted by the 
Azzurro Hotel during the celebration of the Tigtigan at Terakan keng Dalan annual event in Angeles City.

INCIDENT COMMAND 
TRAINING
Clark Internaitonal Airport 
Corporation (CIAC) 
department heads and officers 
from the CRK Inter-Agency 
Group pose for posterity 
after completing the Incident 
Command System (ICS) 
Executive Course at the VIP 
Room of the CRK Passeger 
Terminal. Trainors from 
the Office of Civil Defense 
(OCD) gave the attendees an 
introduction and crash course 
on incident management 
following the runway 
excursion at NAIA. 
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CIACTIVITIES
NEW PROVIDENT FUND 
OFFICIALS
CIAC chief Alexander 
Cauguiran leads the oath-
taking ceremony for the 
newly-elected officers of the 
CIAC Provident Fund Inc. 
(L-R) Roma Galang of ESD; 
Edward Velasquez of ASD; and 
Kathleen Gozo of HRD (4th 
from left) are the Rank and 
File Representatives; Edward 
Rivera (3rd from left) as 
Supervisors’ Representative; 
VP for Administration and 
Finance Lauro Ortile as 
Chairman; and, AVP for 
Strategic Development and 
Corporate Management 
Darwin Cunanan as President. 
Not in photo is AVPs, 
Manager and Asst. Manager 
Representative Riza Sison of 
Procurement Dept.

CIAC JOINS DOTR BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
Members of the Fly CRK basketball team pose for posterity after the opening ceremony  of the Philippine Aviation Basketball Association 
(PABA) held at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum in Manila. The CRK cagers won their first game agaist Eagle Express during the opening games. 
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